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Examiner's Amendment 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 

additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
lather than the payment of the issue fee. 
2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Esther H. Chong ( Registration No: 40,953) on 06/05/2008. 



3. Amend the following claim: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of processing information with a system 
provided with a plurality of processing devices coupled to a network, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a definition of a job for processing information from a user of the system; 
automatically checking whether all processing devices belonging to a predetermined set 
selected from the plurality of processing devices are suitable for performing the job; 
presenting an indication for each processing device of the set, to the user via presentation 
means, of whether the same is suitable for performing the job; 

if a processing device among the processing devices belonging to the set is not suitable 
for performing the job, then a reason for this is indicated via the presentation means; 
after that, selecting a processing device out of all processing devices belonging to the set, 
wherein the processing device not suitable for the job is selectable to become the selected 
processing device; and 
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transmitting at least a part of the job to the selected processing device, wherein 
the step of selecting includes selecting the processing device on the basis of a 
predetermined criterion selected from the group comprising processing properties of the 
processing device, a distance between a user and the processing device, availability of the 
processing device, printing costs and a personal preference of the user. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of 
processing devices are printing devices. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein the indication of 
the reason that the processing device is not suitable for performing the job is made in 
response to said processing device having been selected by the user. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein a part of the defined job is 
presented to the user. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 5, wherein said part of the job comprises a 
setting of the job. 



7. 



(Original) The method according to claim 5, wherein said part of the job is presented to 
the user simultaneously with said indication the processing devices of the set via the 
presentation means. 
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8. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the selected processing device is 
indicated on the presentation means 

9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 8, wherein after a confirmation of 
the selection of the processing device, the job is passed to the selected processing device. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 9, wherein the confirmation of the 
selection is received from the user of the system. 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein a prediction as to what will be the 
selected processing device is predicted by the system on the basis of a predetermined 
criterion, after which the a change from the predicted selection can be received from the 



12. (Original) The method according to claim 11, wherein the criterion is a processing 
property of the processing device. 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the criterion is a distance between 
the user and the processing device. 



14. 



(Original) The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the criterion is availability of the 
processing device. 
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15. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 11, wherein the criterion is 
processing cost. 

16. (Original) The method according to claim 11, wherein the criterion is a previously 
indicated personal preference of the user. 

17. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising indicating via the 
presentation means separately whether at least one processing device belonging to the set 
is suitable for performing the job. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method of processing information with a system comprising one 
processing device and presentation means, the method comprising: 

receiving a definition of a job for processing information from a user of the 

system; 

automatically checking whether the processing device is suitable for performing 

the job; 

indicating, if the processing device is not suitable for performing the job, a reason 
why the processing device is not suitable for performing the job via the presentation 
means; and 
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after that, selecting the processing device, wherein the processing device not suitable for 
the job is selectable to become the selected processing device for performing the job, 
wherein 

the step of selecting includes selecting the processing device on the basis of a 
predetermined criterion selected from the group comprising processing properties of the 
processing device, a distance between a user and the processing device, availability of the 
processing device, printing costs and a personal preference of the user. 

19. (Original) The method according to claim 18, wherein the reason is indicated if the 
processing device is allocated by a user of the system. 

20. (Original) The method according to claim 18, wherein the processing device is a printing 
device. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A system for processing information, the system comprising: 

a network to which are coupled the following; 
a plurality of processing devices; 

defining means for defining a job for processing information; 

research means for checking whether all processing devices belonging to a 
predetermined set selected from the plurality of processing devices are suitable for 
performing the defined job; 
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presentation means for presenting an indication, for each processing device of the 
set, of whether the same is suitable for performing the defined job, and if a processing 
device among the processing devices belonging to the set is not suitable for performing 
the job, indicating why said processing device is not suitable; and 

selection means for selecting a processing device out of all processing devices belonging 
to the set based on the indication, wherein the processing device not suitable for the job is 
selectable to become the selected processing device, wherein the selection means are 
adapted to select the processing device on the basis of a predetermined criterion selected 
from the group comprising processing properties of the processing device, a distance 
between a user and the processing device, availability of the processing device, printing 
costs and a personal preference of the user. 

22. (Original) The system according to claim 21, further comprising first indicating means to 
indicate, in the event that the research means has determined that a displayed processing 
device is not suitable for performing the job, why said processing device is not suitable 
for performing the job. 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Original) The system according to claim 22, further comprising allocating means for 
allocating a processing device, said allocating means being connected to the display 
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means in such manner that in response to the allocation of the processing device the 
indicating means indicate why this processing device is not suitable. 

25. (Original) The system according to claim 24, wherein the allocation means are 
controllable by a user of the system. 

26. (Original) The system according to claim 21, further comprising means for displaying a 
part of the job. 

27. (Original) The system according to claim 26, wherein said part comprises a setting of the 
job. 

28. (Original) The system according to claim 26, wherein the means for displaying a part of 
the job is connected to the presentation means for presenting the said part to the user via 
the said presentation means. 

29. (Original) The system according to claim 26, wherein the presentation means is adapted 
to present [[the]] said part of the job and the set of processing devices simultaneously. 



30-31 (Cancelled) 
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32. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 21, further comprising means with 
which a user of the system can change the selection. 

33. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 21, further comprising 
confirmation means connected to transmission means so that after confirmation of the 
selection of the processing device the job is transmitted to said selected processing 
device. 

34. (Original) The system according to claim 21, further comprising second indicating means 
to indicate whether at least one processing device belonging to the set is suitable for 
performing the job. 

35. (Currently Amended) A system for processing information, the system comprising: 
a processing device; 

defining means for defining a job for processing information; 

research means for checking whether the processing device is suitable for performing the 
defined job; and 

indicating means to indicate a reason, in the event that the research means shows that the 
processing device is not suitable for performing the job, why said processing device is 
not suitable for performing the job, wherein the processing device not suitable for the job 
is selectable to become a selected processing device for performing the job, wherein 
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the research means are adapted to check the processing device on the basis of a 
predetermined criterion selected from the group comprising processing properties of the 
processing device, a distance between a user and the processing device, availability of the 
processing device, printing costs and a personal preference of the user. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 35, further comprising allocation 
means for allocating the processing device in such manner that the indicating means 
indicates why the processing device is not suitable if the same has been allocated by the 
allocation means. 

37. (Original) The system according to claim 35, wherein the processing device is a printing 
device. 

38. (Previously Presented) A tangible computer program element storing computer program 
code for causing a processor to perform the method according to claim 1 . 

39. (Previously Presented) A tangible computer program element storing computer program 
code for causing a processor to perform the method according to claim 18. 



40. 



(Previously Presented) The method according to claim 18, wherein the processing device 
not suitable for performing the defined job becomes selectable by the user to perform the 
defined job, after the indicating step. 
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4 1 . (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 2 1 , wherein the processing device 
not suitable for performing the defined job becomes selectable by a user to perform the 
defined job, after the presentation means indicates why said processing device is not 
suitable for performing the defined job. 

42. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 35, wherein the processing device 
not suitable for the defined job becomes selectable by a user to perform the defined job, 
after the indicating means indicates why said processing device is not suitable for 
performing the defined job. 

43. (Previously presented) The system according to claim 21, wherein at least one of the 
plurality of processing devices is an inkjet printer. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LeChi Truong whose telephone number is ( 571) 272 
3767. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 - 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR of Public PAIP. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIP system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll-free). 

LeChi Truong 

July 10, 2008 

/Meng-Ai An/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2195 



